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administration of the government for the queen. A
good government for the country is more important
than corn laws or any other consideration." But the
final result of those four Cabinet councils in one week,
which, as Disraeli said, "agitated England, perplexed
the sagacious Tuileries, and disturbed even the serene
intelligence of the profound Metternich," was that
Stanley and the Duke of Buccleuch declared that they
could not support the measures contemplated by the
minister. Peel thereupon resolved to resign.
The Ministry was now at an end. Lord John Eussell
was summoned to Osborne and invited to take the place
of the retiring minister. After surmounting many diffi-
culties incidental to the position of a party in a minority,
and others arising out of the grave perplexities of the
moment, Lord John Russell found, himself confronted
at the last moment with a difficulty which proved
insuperable, in the shape of a simultaneous refusal on
the part of Lord Grey (as Lord Howick had now
become) to take office if Lord Palmerston became
Foreign Secretary, and of Lord Palmerston to accept any
other office.1 Peel was, in consequence, summoned by
the queen to resume his office, and to reconstruct his
Ministry. It had already been ascertained that Stanley
was not prepared to form a Government on the basis of
Protection, and the Whigs having failed, the only remain-
ing alternatives were Peel and Cobden. The latter
alternative would have seemed in those days to be
1 A full account of this crisis, so far as it concerned Lord Grey,
together with the correspondence which passed on the occasion,
was given, with the sanction of Lord Grey, by the present writer
in an article on the Greville Memoirs which appeared in the first
number of the English Historical Review,